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Minutes of extraordinary meeting of Governing Body of Rosendale Primary School to 
consider plans for reopening of school following closure in response to Covid-19 
epidemic 
 
 
14 May 2020 
 

Present 
1. Kate Atkins 
2. Adam Baker 
3. Jeremy Baker 
4. Sonia Castro Brown  
5. Michele Chung 
6. Mark Creelman 
7. Caroline Gray  
8. Mike Hirt 
9. Emma Roselli 
10. Shola Salako (Chair) 
11. Biba Stanton  
12. Rosie Unwin 
 
Apologies 
Rebecca Rae 
 

In attendance 
 
Clerk 
Tom Milne 
 
Deputy Headteachers 
Esther Gee 
Jane Boothroyd 
 
Business manager 
Natasha Byrne  

 
 
1. Apologies 
Apologies were accepted as above. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
None 
 
3.  Provisional plan for school reopening 
3.1  The Headteacher outlined a plan that had been discussed with teachers earlier in the 
day for the staged re-opening of the school to pupils from 8 June with preparation and 
planning for re-opening beginning on site on 1 June for nursery, reception, year 1 and year 
6. 
 
3.2  She asked that the discussion remains confidential until agreed and shared with support 
staff and parents. 
 
3.3  She explained that the plan is informed by DfE advice, advice from unions, advice from 
the Confederation of Schools Trust, staff views and feedback from pupils. 
 
3.4  During the preparatory week (beginning 1 June), the aim will be to develop a full risk 
assessment to be signed off by the teaching staff and governing body.  The planned opening 
on 8 June may be delayed if the risk assessment is not agreed.   Clearly, all plans remain 
subject to any new government advice. 
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3.5  The aim will be to set up and test a model that can be applied to the other year groups 
with the aim that every year group returns for some period of time before the summer 
holiday. 
 
3.6   Governors asked questions as follows: 

- Are parents going to be given choice over whether to send their children back to 
school?   Answer:  Yes.  There will be no expectation that parents send their children 
to school.   A survey is going to be sent to parents asking for views. 

 
- What provision is being made for the week beginning 1 June for the year groups 

whose teachers are in school preparing for the potential 8 June return to school.  
Answer:  Chldren will have access to the whole school Rosendale home learning 
blogs and will be directed to other high quality online resources. 
 

- Does the school have adequate access to Covid-19 testing? Answer:  Yes, so far.  
The Headteacher said that her understanding was that testing would be available to 
all staff and pupils in event of a suspected case of Covid following school re-opening.    
 

- Is there any expecation around PPE?  No.  DfE guidance says face masks are not 
recommended other than in cases of intimate care.  First aid pouches with rubber 
gloves will be provided to all staff. 
 

- Why provide five half-days rather than 2.5 days for each cohort in view of parents 
work commitments?  Answer:   It is felt that transition back into school may be difficult 
for some children.  Daily structure and consistency will therefore be important.  The 
alternative model would mean 2.5 days on and 4.5 days off which may make school 
routines harder to re-establish. 
 

- What will be the provision for key worker children?  Answer:  This will continue as 
needed.  There will also need to be child care for the children of staff. 
 

- Will pupils and staff who have medical histories that make them potentially vulnerable 
to Covid form part of the risk assessment?   Answer:  Yes.  Natasha Byrne has 
already had conversations with these staff.  The school will be flexible and takes the 
its duty of care towards every member of staff extremely seriously. 
 

- Will the curriculum still be on hold?  What will be available for children not attending 
school?   Answer:  Generally, yes - but we may be able to complete certain key parts 
of the curriculum.  There will not be year-group-specific or class-specific home school 
provision but Rosendale’s whole school home learning provision will continue. 
 

- Has Harrison’s confirmed its ability to provide packed lunches.  Answer.  Yes.  
Natasha Byrne has confirmed this with Harrisons. 

- Should there be some expectation that parents will send their children to school?  
Answer.  No.  There may be a range of strongly-held views among the school 
community.  The school’s intention is to support all parental choices. 
 

- It will be important that staff physically distance themselves from one another.  
Answer:  This has happened from the outset of this epidemic. 
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- It would be good to make available basic hand creams because doctors and nurses 
are experiencing dermatitis as a result of hand-washing regimes.  Answer:  This will 
be done. 
 

- Is it the expectation that every child who has a packed lunch pays for it?  Answer:    
There are free school meals for the infants.   Otherwise, yes, packed lunches will be 
charged for.   The practicality of children bringing in their own packed lunches needs 
further investigation. 
 

- If you have a child in a class that develops a cough or fever, what is the procedure? 
Answer:  The class closes until the child who has fallen ill has been tested for Covid-
19. 
 

- One of the biggest issues will be maintaining physical distancing when parents bring 
children to school.  What thought has been given to this?  Answer:  The intention is to 
include lining up markings on pavements.  The survey being sent to parents will also 
ask about intended means of travel to school with the aim of discouraging use of 
buses in particular. 

 
3.7   The Headteacher said that a letter would be sent to parents the following day setting 
out the plan for school re-opening.   A subsequent communication would provide more detail 
of health and safety consideraitons.   In the preparatory period (week beginning 1 June) 
there will be a daily communication from teachers to parents in the year groups returning in 
the first wave, setting out preparations. 
 
3.8   Governors were unanimously in favour of proceeding with the plan as set out. 
 
3.9   Rosie Unwin, staff governor, thanked Kate and the SLT on behalf of the staff for the 
thorough and considerate preparations being made for reopening the school. 
 
3.10.   The Chair thanked the Headteacher and her team for the leadership that they 
continue to show in this crisis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


