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Minutes of meeting of Governing Body of Rosendale Primary School 

 
8 February 2018  
 

Present 
1. Kate Atkins 
2. Adam Baker  
3. Jeremy Baker (Chair) 
4. Sonia Castro Brown 
5. Caroline Gray 
6. Mike Hirt (from item 6) 
7. Emma Roselli 
8. Shola Salako 
9. Biba Stanton  
10. Rosie Unwin 
11. Sam van Elk (from item 8) 
 
Apologies 
Michele Chung 
Dharshini David 
 

In attendance 
 
Clerk 
Tom Milne 
 
Deputy Headteachers  
Jane Boothroyd 
Scott Palmer 
 
Business manager 
Geraldine Pusey 
 
Children’s Centre Strategic Partnership 
Manager 
Natasha Byrne 
 
 
  

 
1. Apologies 
Accepted as above 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
The Chair said that he owned a flat in Turney Road and would withdraw if there were 
discussions about the future of the caretaker’s house 
 
3. Minutes of Governing Body meetings held on 21.11.17 
The minutes were approved with the amendments as below: 
 

11.1   Add sentence at end of existing minute as follows: “If deemed appropriate, the 
policies will be updated and resubmitted for approval at the next Governor Board.” 
 
11.2  ‘EFYS’ should read ‘EYFS’ 

 
4. Matters arising 
 
School policies 
The Headteacher said that she would distribute a schedule showing the full breakdown of 
statutory and non-statutory policies maintained by the school, together with a note of 
whether the policy was a Lambeth model policy and whether the school was required to 
publish the policy on the school website. 

Action: Headteacher 
 

5. Chair’s action (if any) 
The Chair reported that he had examined the school’s Single Central Record. 
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6. Children’s Centre 
6.1  Natasha Byrne, Children’s Centre Strategic Partnership Manager, gave an update on 

the Rosendale, Cherry Tree and Liz Atkinson Children’s Centres and distributed a pamphlet 

setting out the current activities and services. 

6.2  There is a lengthy waiting list for places at both Cherry Tree (83 places) and Rosendale 

(104 places).   The occupancy rate for Cherry Tree is 80% and Rosendale 82%. 

6.3  Eighty-three percent of children at Rosendale and Cherry Tree Children’s Centres 

achieve a Good Level of Development (higher than Lambeth and national averages).  There 

is a c.30% gap, however, between achievement of all children and children from 

disadvantaged backgrounds, which is double the Lambeth average. 

6.4  Seventy-one percent of children at Liz Atkinson Children’s Centre achieve a Good Level 

of Development, with a 3% gap between all children and children from disadvantaged 

backgrounds. 

6.5  Decisions on the future organisation of Lambeth children’s centres have been deferred 

until after the May 2018 local elections. 

6.6  Governors asked about levels of sickness and other absence and staff turnover.  

Natasha responded that turnover is at a normal level and that sickness and absence is 

cyclical but within normal bounds. 

6.7  Governors asked about the staff CPD programme.  Natasha responded that there are 

three dedicated Inset days each year and that staff also take part in some of the school’s 

training and development.   There are bespoke CPD programmes for each staff member, 

who typically attend five or six CPD sessions a year. 

6.8  Governors expressed their appreciation for the work of all the children’s centres staff. 

7. Finance papers 
The item was deferred as Jay Lakhani was not present.  It was agreed to organise an 

extraordinary governing body meeting to consider the autumn term management accounts 

and the budget for 2018/19. 

Action: Chair of Finance Committee 

8. Headteacher’s report 
 
School Improvement Partner visit 
8.1  The Headteacher presented her regular report to governors, which was focused on a 

recent visit by the school’s School Improvement Partner (SIP).  The SIP visits are part of the 

school’s benefits from subscribing to the Lambeth Schools Partnership.   

8.2  The Headteacher explained that the SIP is an Ofsted inspector and primary specialist.  

The SIP’s ‘key lines of enquiry’ during the visit had been determined by his assessment of 

the school’s achievement data.   His report had been positive and found that there was no 
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reason that Rosendale should not retain its Ofsted-outstanding designation in the event of 

an inspection. 

8.3   Feedback and marking was found to be inconsistent across the school and identified as 

an area for development.   The Headteacher said that this was being reviewed by the SLT 

and that changes and improvements would be driven mainly by the impact of marking on 

teaching and learning and controlling teacher workload.  

8.4   The SIPs report had been circulated to governors and it was agreed to invite him to 

attend the governing body strategy day later in the year. 

Action: Headteacher 

Premises 

8.5  The Headteacher, Adam Baker and Kristina Roszynski (from Cullinan architects) had 

met with Rider Levett Bucknall re. a potential bid for capital funding and recommended their 

appointment as project manager.  This was agreed.  

Pensions funding position 

8.6  The Headteacher said that a 3% reduction in the increase in pension contributions for 

support staff had been secured and that negotiations were ongoing.  She thanked Shola 

Salako for her nexpert support and advice.  

 
9. Review of implementation of the School Development Plan 
9.1  The senior leadership team gave an oral report on implementation of the School 
Development Plan.  The following issues and action points arose in discussion: 
 

 Governors were encouraged to listen to Research School podcasts. 
 

 Dharshi David had provided the following written comment on the class blogs:  “I 
have been pleased to see more consistency across updates and more frequent 
updates, as well as stringent compliance with e-safety. I wonder if we have/ can get 
figures on what % of parents subscribe/visit. I’d also highlight that when we reviewed 
our comms strategy, I looked at several other schools- ours was remarked on as 
exemplary, and I know of governors who’ve pointed their comms officers towards 
them.”   
 

SLT to explore whether it is possible to monitor the percentage of parents that follow 
the class blogs. 

Action: Senior Leadership Team  
 

 Governors were encouraged that children comment on the blogs 
 

 Governors asked whether blogs were relied on to communicate important 
information.  The Headteacher responded that it was one of several information 
channels and that important information was also sent home in letters and included in 
the weekly newsletter. 
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 Governors discussed the approach taken to e-safety. The Headteacher explained 
that the guiding principle is to assume that young people will use the Internet (often in 
ways that older generations do not initially know about or understand) and that the 
most effective approach is to teach general principles of staying safe online rather 
than focusing on any particular platform or application. 
 

 Scott Palmer described the school’s outward bound trip to Snowdonia with a group of 
19 Year 5 students (organised jointly with Elmgreen).  He said the trip had been 
extremely successful and that the school would consider doing it again if funding 
could be secured. 
 

 The Headteacher gave feedback on the action research project on use of standing 
desks in a Year 5 class.  The project is attracting considerable interest among visiting 
schools. 
 

 The school has added a focus on progress being made by children of black 
Caribbean heritage because they have been identified, in national statistics, as the 
lowest-achieving student cohort.  
 

 The Headteacher said that she would circulate the presentation to governors.  (Note:  
The presentation has been uploaded to the governing body Dropbox.) 

Action: Headteacher 

 The Headteacher asked governors to let her know by email whether the oral report 
was a more useful approach to monitoring the School Development Plan than written 
annotations to the plan. 

Action: Governors 

 

10. Health and safety annual review 
10.1  Geraldine Pusey, business manager, presented an annual review of health and safety 

provisions including the safety, testing and maintenance log and training records. 

10.2  A fire drill had been carried out since the report was written.  The school was 

evacuated within three minutes. 

11. Policies 
Governors approved the updated SEND and Inclusion Policy. 

12. Governor reports 
12.1  Biba Stanton, Mike Hirt and Sonia Castro Brown had attended a financial management 

for governors workshop. 

12.2  Adam Baker had met with Rider Levett Bucknall as noted above. 

12.3  Sonia had been in discussion with Michael Burke re. gift aid arrangements for the 

school’s PTA. 

12.4  Caroline Gray had met with Michele Chung about the school’s SEND provision. 



Minutes of Rosendale Governing Body meeting held on 8 February 2018 
 

Page 5 of 5 

12.5  Rosie Unwin said the school had recently hosted a debate competition.  A further 

competition is planned for 7 March (3.30-5.30pm) and governors are cordially invited to 

attend. 

 

13. Term dates for 2018/19 academic year 
Governors agreed term dates for the 2018/19 academic year as below, with dates of three 

Inset dates to be confirmed later in the year. 

Inset    Monday 3 September 
Inset    Tuesday 4 September 

 
Autumn term start  Monday 3rd September 2018 
Autumn half term  Monday 22nd October to Monday 29th October 2018 
Term ends   Friday 21st December 2018 
  
Spring term starts  Monday 7th January 2019 
Spring half term   Monday 18th February to Monday 25th February 2019 
Terms ends   Friday 5th April 2019 
  
Summer term starts  Tuesday 23rd April 2019 
Summer half term  Monday 27th May to Monday 3rd June 2019 
Term ends   Tuesday 23rd July 2019 

 

14. Any other business 
Biba Stanton asked whether there was any data from surveys of staff that could be shared 

with governors. 

Action: Headteacher   

 

15. Dates of next meetings / calendar of school events 
Noted 


